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Grand Prairie Wellness Center Receives Funding for 2010

“We’re one of only 10 Dallas County charitable non-profit clinics participating in their Project Access Dallas (PAD) Program,” Chuck Poffenbarger, Grand Prairie Wellness Center, Executive Director, said. 

The Goal is to introduce a standardized method to collect and aggregate data from participating charity clinics. The purpose is to link the Dallas Health Care Safety Net to improve health care for the medically vulnerable. 
Here’s some additional information about how the project works. 
Project Access Dallas

About PAD
· This Physician-led initiative has provided compassionate care and medical homes for the working poor of our community since 2002.  Much thought and time went into developing this program.
· Uncompensated care is provided by 2000 volunteer physicians, 16 hospitals, 10 charity medical clinics, 10 diagnostic service organizations, and 2 national laboratory services.
· PAD currently serves 1,500 patients with goals to expand to 5,000 patients over the next 3-5 years.  This is a small fraction of the 650,000 uninsured residents in Dallas County.
· Patients must be residents of Dallas County, earn below 200% of the federal poverty guideline, and be uninsured.
· Patients see volunteer physicians at charity clinics or in their private practices.  Patients receive $1500 in pharmacy benefits each year.  All labs, imaging services and specialty care are without charge; however we ask for a $5 donation.
PAD saves money

· PAD saves taxpayers money by offering preventive care and decreasing emergency room visits and hospital admissions.
· Analysis by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has shown that $1 of services provided by a community access program saves $3 in hospital costs.
PAD gets funding to expand
· Federal dollars given to hospitals for uncompensated care were granted to PAD via the DCMS Foundation to support patients’ needs for pharmacy benefits, diagnostic testing, care coordination, and outcomes measurement.
Uninsured Residents

· Approximately 650,000 residents in Dallas County do not have health insurance.  We have provided care for 5,000 of these, but we need to do more.
PAD not the answer to health care crisis

· A community access program is not the answer to this problem; rather, it is one part of the comprehensive approach that a problem of this scope and size requires.  Charity care, community health clinics and publicly funded hospitals cannot solve the problem alone, yet often they provide the only health care available to those who are in desperate need of treatment.

[image: image1.wmf]Distribution of Dallas Population by Medically Indigent and other Insurance 

Status, 2007

Source:  Parkland Health & Hospital System revised estimates

11.4%

53.5%

6.9%

28.2%

Medicaid/CHIP

Private

Medicare

Medically Indigent

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%


[image: image3.jpg](R

"DALLAS COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY

N
w




P.O. Box 4680, Dallas, TX 75208     Phone: 214-948-3622      Fax: 214-941-3351     www.projectaccess.info
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