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Grand Prairie Wellness Center Receives Funding 

Grand Prairie, Texas – Several foundations have come to the rescue of the Grand Prairie Wellness Center this holiday season with over $75,000 in much-needed funds to the center which provides free medical and low-cost dental services to low-income families, many who walk to the clinic for service. 

The Dallas Foundation awarded $31,000 to support the Dental and Dental Hygienist Program; Carl B. & Florence E. King Foundation gave $27,300 for program support of the Family Medical Clinic; Harold Simmons Foundation awarded $15,000 designated for operating expenses; and the Turner Foundation with $1,000 toward the Family Medical Clinic. 

“At the start of December, things were so tight we were looking at using our reserves. These funds have been an incredible boost for us during this difficult economy,” Chuck Poffenbarger, Board President, said. “We can treat 730 patients in urgent care areas such as medical, dental, chiropractic and health monitoring for as little as $25,000—so these funds will go far to meet the needs of our community.”
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The Grand Prairie Wellness Center, 1710 Small Street, Grand Prairie, Texas, utilizes many volunteer doctors, dentists, chiropractors and nurse-practitioners to provide services for families with income at or below the 125% federal poverty guidelines.  
The Center serves an average of 400 patients per month—many children, adults and senior citizens who might not otherwise receive critical medical and dental attention because of financial or transportation issues.  There are no other clinics like it in Grand Prairie. 

In seven years, the Grand Prairie Wellness Center has provided service to over 20,000 patients with a total of $1.6 Million in medical value. Founded in November, 2001 by a coalition of interested parties including Immaculate Conception Catholic Church leaders, civic leaders and organizations, the Center was built and paid for by donations and grants including CDBG grants through the City of Grand Prairie, and remains debt free. Patients include residents from both Dallas County (84%) and Tarrant County (16%) and are screened for eligibility based on income and residency.  

Some of the services provided include: diabetic screening and management, immunizations, mammogram screenings, hearing and vision testing, podiatry, chiropractic, urgent dental care, pharmaceutical assistance, 
child and family counseling, health education seminars and monthly Health Fairs on-site. The next scheduled Health Fair is Saturday, January 24, 2009, 9 a.m. – 12 Noon. 

For additional information about the Grand Prairie Wellness Center or to find out ways that you can help, please call Tencha Rodriguez, Executive Director, (972) 266-9123, or see the Christmas Wish List on the website at www.gpwellnesscenter.org. 
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